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Qualification
Q. If my country does not have a quota for the 2012 KGSP undergraduate program, can I still apply for the program? 
Sorry, but you cannot. Only those who hold a citizenship of the listed countries are eligible for the program.   
Q. I have obtained a bachelor’s degree in my country. May I apply for the program? 
Under the current policy, it is not allowed. Until 2011 KGSP Undergraduate program, those who had a bachelor’s degree could apply for the program. But we changed the policy, where those who have yet to achieve a  bachelor’s degree, but aspire to pursue it in Korea has priority in application for the program.  
Q. I am going to graduate from a high school in LATE March 2013. May I apply for the 2013 program?
No, you may not. Only those who are expected to graduate from a high school before March, 1st, 2012 are eligible for the program. You may apply for the 2014 program.   
Application
Q. May I apply for the program through the NIIED directly? 
No, you may not. APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE MADE TROUGH KOREAN EMBASSY OR CONSULATE in the country of origin, 1st SELECTION ORGANIZATIONS (see Appendix 1). 

Q. When is the deadline for application? And where can I submit my applications?
The application deadline and the other things related to 1st selection will be DECIDED BY the 1st selection organizations. Therefore, you MUST ASK the above RESPECTIVE AUTHORITY DIRECTLY regarding its specific application deadline and required documents, 1st selection procedures, etc. 
For information, the Korean Embassy or Consulate will recommend qualified candidates to NIIED BY NOVEMBER 15, 2012. Therefore, the application deadline should fall BEFORE this date; in SEPTEMBER or OCTOBER.  
Q. I am Malaysian but I am attending a high school in the U.K. May I apply for the program through the Korean Embassy in the U.K.?

Sorry, but our answer is “No.” You should apply for the program through the Korean Embassy in Malaysia. The Korean diplomatic missions of the countries where scholarships are not available are not empowered for selection of the candidates of the program.     
Application Documents
Q. Should I submit the certificate of language proficiency (English or Korean) when I apply for the KGSP? 
It is NOT MANDATORY. It is optional. That is to say, you can apply for the KGSP whether you have it or not, but you may be preferred in the selection procedures if you submit it. 
Q. As for recommendation letters, may I submit two letters written by one recommender?
No, you may not. The recommendation letters should be written by two different recommenders such as your present or previous high school teacher, principal, or chair professor of your department. 
Q. If my documents are not written in English or in Korean, how should I submit them?
KGSP requires that all documents must be translated into Korean or English, and then be authenticated by the issuing institution or by a notary's office. If your country has joined the apostille system, your documents can also be apostilled.   
Q. According to the Guidelines, I have to submit one original application document package and three photocopied documents. How can I photocopy recommendation letters? They are already sealed by the recommenders. 
As for recommendation letters, as recommendation letters should be sealed to secure validity, we ask recommenders to make 3 photocopies of the original letter and then to put them into an envelope altogether with the original letter before they are sealed. Just remind the recommenders so that they may follow such instructions before they make recommendations.     
Likewise, as for the documents such as a graduation certificate or a grade transcript, you must submit one original copy and three photocopies, which must be certified to be the same as the original copy by the issuing schools, 1st Selection Organizations, or notary's offices. 
Preliminary Korean Language Course
Q. Can I be exempted from the Korean Language Course?
If you have attained level 5 or higher in TOPIK (Test of Proficiency in Korean), you must start your degree course in the first semester. You can also receive 100,000 won as an additional scholarship every month after starting your degree course. 
Q. Is it mandatory for all KGSP grantees to pass at least Level 3 in TOPIK after one year of Korean Language Course?
Yes, it is. As most of classes are conducted in Korean, without proper language proficiency, you might have difficulty in actively participating in the class activities and may find difficulty completing assignments. Furthermore, TOPIK level 3 is not sufficient to keep up with the classes and you may experience difficulties. It is just the minimum prerequisite for starting your degree program.  

Q. According to application guidelines, if a grantee does not attain at least Level 3 in TOPIK after one year of language course, he/she cannot start his/her degree course and may take an additional 6 month Korean language course. What if the grantee does not obtain Level 3 in TOPIK after the additional language course? 
If a grantee does not get at least Level 3 in TOPIK after the 6 month additional course, his/her scholarship will be cancelled.  
University Admission
Q. Application guidelines say that applicants should choose up to 3 preferred universities and departments (or majors) in the application forms; FORM 1, FORM 4 and FORM5. However, I have no idea how to choose them. Could you give me any good tips for choosing my 3 universities? 
For information on the universities available for 2013 KGSP scholars, you may refer to the attachments named ‘2013 KGSP-U Application for Admission. After reading them through, please contact and get consultation from university staff in charge of admissions. It is advisable to make a list of possible questions and relevant checklists before contacting admissions offices. 
Q. How do the university admission procedures work?
Application for university admissions will be proceeded as shown below for only those who have successfully gone through the 2nd round of selection by NIIED selection committee. 
1. After announcing the successful candidates of the 2nd round of selection, NIIED will forward your application packages to your preferred universities as written in the application forms. 
2. Then the universities will begin screening procedures by reviewing applications and/or having an interview with their prospective candidates. In the screening process, supplementary documents may be required by the universities. 
3. And after the universities announce the successful applicants, the applicants are asked to confirm their acceptance of the university that they receive admission into. This choice will then be forwarded to the NIIED. 

NOTE: If you do not receive admission from any of your three university choices you will be disqualified from receiving a KGSP scholarship.    
Q. May I change my final choice of a university for an undergraduate degree during the preliminary Korean language course?
No way. Once the announcement of the final successful candidates has been made, changing universities is NOT ALLOWED REGARDLESS OF ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. Therefore, please pay attention and caution when choosing preferred universities and filling out the application forms in which you should state your choice.    

Q. May I choose any field of study in my desired program?
Basically, you can choose a field of study only listed in 2013 KGSP-U APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION, which includes information on the universities available for 2013 KGSP scholars. NOTE: The field of study which exceeds 4 years is not allowed even though it is included in the above mentioned book. 
Q. May I choose more than one department or major for a university? 
No, you may not. Only one department or major may be chosen. It is recommended that you contact the university staff in charge of admissions before selecting your desired field of study. 
Temporary Departure
Q. According to application guidelines, the possible period of temporary departure during the preliminary Korean language course is maximum 4 weeks within the vacation period. Does it mean that if we have a 3 week vacation, the allowed period of leave is 3 weeks?
Yes, you are right. Temporary departure during the Korean language training can be allowed within the period of vacation set by each Korean language institute. 
Please note that scholarship for the period of temporary departure during the language training is not to be paid regardless of circumstances even though the temporary departure has been made with approval from the institute.  
