Nomination Deadline: October 1, 2026
Application Deadline: November 1, 2026
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Program Start Date

Early April, 2027

Program End Date

Late July, 2027 (1semester)
Early February, 2028 (2 semesters)
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STEPS (Short-Term Exchange Program
of Saitama University)

STEPS is an exchange program for students from Saitama
University’s partner institutions, offering the opportunity to study in
Japan for one or two semesters.

[Program Features]
e Study near Tokyo

Experience university life in Saitama, conveniently located just 30
minutes from central Tokyo, and take courses offered in both

~ Japanese and English.

o Credit transfer
Remain enrolled at your home university while studying at Saitama
University, and transfer the credits you earn.

« Japanese language learning
~ Improve your Japanese through intensive language courses. No prior
~ Japanese proficiency is required; however, early study is highly
recommended for a smooth academic and cultural transition.

o Cultural exchange opportunities
Deepen your understanding of Japanese culture through interaction
with Saitama University students, both on and off campus.

[Program Objectives]
STEPS offers opportunities to:
« Improve Japanese language proficiency
e Study a wide range of academic fields in Japan
o Deepen understanding of Japanese culture and society
» Experience intercultural exchange with Japanese students
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Eligibility Requirements
Applicants must meet all of the following criteria:

» Be a full-time undergraduate student (second year or above) or
a graduate student at one of our partner universities at the
start of the exchange program.

« Have a minimum GPA of 2.4 (on a 4.0 scale)

e Understand and agree with the objectives of STEPS

e Have a clear study plan at Saitama University

bt « Be willing to participate in international exchange activities

W+ Have sufficient financial support for their stay in Japan

« Be medically fit for the duration of the program

o Comply with the rules and regulations of Japan and Saitama
University

» Applicants must meet one of the following:

English: IELTS 5.5 / TOEFL iBT 65 / TOEFL ITP 530 or equivalent

Japanese: JLPT N2 or equivalent

Proof of language proficiency is required at the time of nomination. If no
test score is available, an official letter from the home university may be
submitted.

Note: Requirements may be waived for native speakers of English or
Japanese, or students enrolled in degree programs taught in English.

STEPS Application Procedures

(DNomination

If you wish to study at Saitama University as an exchange student for one or
two semesters, you must first be nominated by your home university.

Please consult with the relevant office at your university and request that your
coordinator submit your nomination to us. Nomination instructions will be sent
to all partner universities. Please contact your home university for details.
Once your nomination is submitted, a confirmation email will be sent within a
few days
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@Application

Applicants must prepare the required documents and upload them to SpeedVisa by

the specified deadline.

Applicant /
Coordinator /
Guarantor Signatures

o Only handwritten signatures are accepted.

Financial
Statement

e Must include the account holder’s name, bank name, and
date.

o Alternatively, a scholarship certificate or other proof of
financial support may be submitted.

¢ The total amount must be at least JPY 500,000 for a
6-month stay and JPY 1,000,000 for a one-year stay.

« Please attach a translation in English or Japanese (an
official translation is not required).

Reason for
studying in Japan

e Must be in English or Japanese

Copy of the ID
page of passport

« No redactions, clear PDF

Digital color
picture photo

o Taken within 3 months and meets passport photo
requirements. Plain background. Smartphone photos
acceptable.

Recommendation
Letter

« Official institutional letterhead required

o Handwritten or digital signature required

o Prepared by the applicant’s academic advisor
o Japanese or English only

Medical History

o Must be clearly legible.

Health Certificate

o Must be issued within the past 3 months
o Tuberculosis (TB) test is required (any method
acceptable: X-ray, blood test, skin test, etc.)
Students from designated screening countries (e.g., Nepal,
Vietnam, the Phillipines etc.) are required to submit a “TB
Clearance Certificate” in addition to the medical certificate.
Please refer to the attached leaflet “JPETS” for details.
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Acceptance

When all required documents have been submitted, a confirmation notice will be
sent within a few days.

Once your application is accepted, you and your home university will be notified by
email with your Letter of Acceptance attached. Please check that your name and
date of birth are correct.

@Certificate of Enrollment (CoE)

When your application is accepted, Saitama University will apply for your
b Certificate of Eligibility (CoE) with the Japanese Immigration Bureau.

Please note that it usually takes approximately two months for the CoE to be
issued. The CoE will be sent to us electronically, and we will forward it to you as
soon as we receive it.

®Student Visa Application

After receiving your CoE, you are required to apply for a Student Visa at the
Japanese Embassy or Consulate in your home country prior to your arrival in
Japan.

As the required documents vary by country, please contact the Embassy or
Consulate in advance and prepare all necessary documents accordingly.
Please note that both the CoE and the Letter of Acceptance are essential
documents and must be submitted together with the other required materials.

Students who have been accepted are requested to apply for a visa as soon as
possible in their home country after receiving the following documents:
o Letter of Acceptance: Issued by Saitama University
o Certificate of Eligibility (CoE): Issued by the Tokyo Regional Immigration
Services Bureau
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Check the “Pre-arrival Information” website and prepare for your arrival.
s If your plans change or you cancel, notify Saitama University via your home

university as soon as possible.
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